
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

February’s Message from Mr. Buhler 
 
LES Families: 
The support of our entire LES family throughout this challenging year is 
inspirational.  We have witnessed increased patience and understanding by 
our students, families, and staff.  Our students are demonstrating our LES 
expectations each day by taking care of themselves, others, and the 
environment.  Together, we will make it through this pandemic and 
come out stronger and even more connected as a school and 
community.    Our Social and Emotional Learning Theme for the month 
of February is Understanding Diversity and Unity.   Please share with 
your child the importance of this month’s theme. 
We are continuing our incentives program, which rewards students for 
meeting both academic and social expectations.  The program consists of 
students earning tickets (i.e., Gold, Silver, Bronze, and/or Purple) for 
earning certain academic or social goals.  Please continue to reinforce this 
program at home.  You may read the details of the program at our website.    
On January 13, we sent home information regarding our World’s 
Finest Chocolate fundraiser.  Last year we exceeded our goal.  We are 
hopeful that we will be able to sell well over $30,000 of chocolate this 
year.  We have some new and exciting incentives this year to help achieve 
our goal.    With your dedicated support, our goal is to add additional 
student technology into our classrooms.  We are asking to have all order 
forms collected by Friday, February 10, 2021.  The product may be 
picked up from school the week of March 29.   
Third quarter progress reports will go home on Wednesday, February 10.  
In order for our children to be successful each and every day, we are asking 
our families to help support us with the following: 
-Read your child’s Stakeholder Information Sheet at the beginning of each 
week noting important dates so that time is set at home for studying and 
practicing of important content. 
-Ensure that all homework is completed daily. 
-Build in time every evening for your child to read, providing time for you to 
ask your child questions about what they read.   
LES goes above and BEyond!  Remember, when we Expect More … we 
Achieve More.  Thank you for your continued support.   
                
 Samuel Buhler, Principal 
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ANYONE picking up your child from school  
 must be listed on your child’s 

emergency card and  
 must present photo identification 

to the school office specialist in the 
main office.  Otherwise, your child 
will not be released.   

 Photo identification will also be 
required at car riders if you do not 
have your placard. 

  In addition, only those on a child’s 
emergency card will be allowed to 
pick him/her up from car riders.   

 

If you are checking your child out from school, you must 
do so by 2:45 p.m. We will not take changes over the 
phone. Car rider or after care notes may be sent with 
your child to school.  You may also fax or email notes.  
Bus changes are not allowed. 
Fax-985-785-9933         
E-mailed-lulingcubs@stcharles.k12.la.us 
 

If you have not completed your child’s paperwork 
(emergency card or release forms) sent home on 
the first day of school, please do so as soon as 
possible. Remember, some of this can be 
completed online. 

 
 

    
   

 If you have not paid 
your child’s $20.00 
technology   fee or  
$8.00 supply fee, 
please send this in as 
soon as possible.  

 

Attendance Requirements: 
 

ELEMENTARY students shall be in 
attendance a minimum of 167 days a 
school year.  Students may only be 
absent 10 days.  ELEMENTARY 
students who accrue more than 10 
absences will NOT be eligible for 
promotion.  Extenuating 
circumstances may apply.  For more 
information, please refer to the 2020-
2021 Student Code of Conduct 

February 
Upcoming Events 

2/14  Happy Valentine's Day   
2/15-19 Mardi GrasBreak 
2/10 Snack Sale 
2/24 Snack Sale 

 
 
 

REMINDERS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  



 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 

Text Anxiety 
Test anxiety can be quite common for some students. It is a type of performance anxiety. It is a feeling 
someone experiences when they feel pressure to do well. This may occur for some student during regularly 
scheduled tests throughout the school year. Test anxiety can also occur, and may be more pronounced, during 
standardized testing time. The student may experience physical symptoms of anxiety such as stomachache or 
headache. They may also feel shaky, weak, sweaty, nauseated, have the “feeling that their heart is racing”, 
and/or exhibit rapid breathing. These physical symptoms are due to the release of the hormone adrenaline 
when one’s body is under stress. 

What can you do to minimize test anxiety? 
1.) Be prepared. Good study habits and skill are very important. Cramming for a test will only add to your 
stress. Preparing over a period of time rather than studying the night before the test will make one feel more 
confidant. Repetition can be the key. 
2.) Think positive thoughts. If you find yourself thinking negative thoughts prior to testing replace them with 
realistic positive thoughts. Also, focus on positive aspects of your life to lift your spirits. 
3.) Accept mistakes. Learning to tolerate small mistakes or failures can be a valuable tool. Use mistakes as 
“learning opportunities.” 
Take care of yourself. Take care of your overall health by getting enough sleep, exercising regularly, and 
eating healthy especially the day of testing. Simple breathing exercises can help your body and mind to relax 
when you are feeling stressed or anxious. 
 

 



 
  

 

We have had a fantastic year of learning 
so far. We can’t wait to see what the rest of 
the year brings! 

In Math, we will continue mastering our 
counting skills. We are counting all the way up 

to 30 now. That’s awesome! We will also understand and describe 2D and 3D 
shapes, as well as patterns.  

In Literacy, we are mastering our letter knowledge! We are naming all 
uppercase and lowercase letters, as well as identifying the sound each letter 
makes. We are learning some very important pre-reading skills to set us up 
for success. 

Socially, we are learning good manners, problem solving skills, how to 
make the right choices, and how to make it right if we have made the wrong 
choice. 

February also brings some fun events! 
February 11th will be the 100th day of school for Pre-K students! We 
will get to dress as 100 year olds and we will participate in fun 100 
themed activities!  

February also has Mardi Gras Break February 15th-19th. We hope you 
have a safe and fun break! 
Thanks for all your help extending your child’s learning at home. Keep 

counting with them, reading to them, and encouraging their good manners. 
This will set them up to rock the rest of the year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fabulous February 



 

 
 
We have had an exciting year that is full of learning in Kindergarten!  

We have been learning all about farms, the jobs of a farmer, farm animals, 
and all about crops in reading. We have been working hard to draw pictures 
with details and hear and record sounds in words in our writing to 
demonstrate what we have learned in reading.  We have also learned several 
new vocabulary words that help us better understand farms.  We are 
enjoying learning facts and information about farms and farm animals. 

In reading, we are also learning how to be strategic readers.  We have 
enjoyed reading all of the stories about our new character, Kit.  We have 
learned how to use decoding as a reading strategy to help us read words that 
we do not know.  Partner reading our new book, Kit, is something we look 
forward to doing every day!   

In math, we are excited to learn about the parts of numbers using 
manipulatives, drawings, and number sentences.  We are learning how to use 
number bonds to represent our thinking and show our whole number and the 
parts of a number.  It is so exciting to learn about the parts of numbers and 
how we can compose and decompose numbers!  We are excited to use this 
math strategy to help us solve addition and subtraction problems.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What’s happening in  

FIRST GRADE? 
                                                                                                                                         

In math, we focused on measuring different objects and pictures! Students had 
the opportunity to use centimeter cubes, small and large paper clips, pieces of 
string, rulers, and much more to explore the world of measurement!  
In CK Knowledge, 1st grade is roaring with excitement as we learn all about 
different habitats and animals around the world! We learned about the 
predators, prey, and adaptations of animals from many different habitats as 
well as the climate and plants.  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also had the pleasure  
of welcoming Mrs. Ulicsni’s class back 

to campus!  
We missed all of our friends and 

we are so happy they are back and 
learning with us again! 

 

It’s also Mardi Gras time in  
1st grade!  Some of our first grade  
classes  celebrated their first King  
Cake  Friday.  Let the good times 
 roll! 
 



In Math, students continue to develop an understanding of addition and subtraction 
strategies within 1,000 and solving one and two step word problems within 100. Students are 
starting to relate their understanding of concrete models or drawings to algorithms while still 
having the option to use the former. Also this month, students will complete Module 5 and will 
move to Module 6. In Module 6, students will make equal groups using concrete models. They will 
create these equal groups into arrays and use repeated addition to relate to any given model. 
Module 6 lays out a foundation for multiplication and division. To help your student in Module 5 
and Module 6 have them visit Zearn daily and complete nightly homework. 

In Skills, students continue to learn new spelling alternatives for vowel sounds and tricky 
spellings for vowels. Unit 5 will build on Unit 4 grammar skills. The student's new reader is a 
fictional reader titled Sir Gus. In this reader, Sir Gus will face a thief, a troll, pirates, an evil 
wizard, and an enemy king. Students will figure out if Sir Gus is fearless or if he has many 
fears. To help your student, have them visit school approved websites like Amplify Reading, 
MyOn, and Lexia.  

Lastly, students in 2nd grade are gearing up to become scientists. Students will begin the 
PHd Science curriculum. Students will study the phenomenon “birds building nests” and answer 
this essential question: “Why do different kinds of birds use certain materials to build their 
nests?” Students will engage in literature, videos, and experiments to deepen their 
understanding of the properties of matter and the ways in which matter can change.  

Thank you to all of the family and friends who joined our January 15th Virtual Family and 
Friends meeting. The students had so much fun introducing you to their classmates, 
participating in a virtual scavenger hunt, and making you a craft. We so appreciate you!  
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Mrs. Drewes class during the  
“ 
Virtual Family and Friends” on January 15, 2021.   
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Boyer’s class finished their “mail a hug” craft after their 
“Virtual Family and Friends” that was held on January 15, 2021.  
 

 
 
 



Third Grade Goes Above and Beyond in 2021 

 
 In math, students are learning how to find area using 
 square units of measurement.  In the photo to the 
 right students are using actual square foot tiles to 
 form a rectangle with an area of 12 square feet. 
  
In ELA, students just completed their Culminating  
writing Task (CWT) and will begin a new book,  
How We Crossed the West: The Adventures of  
Lewis and Clark.  Students will determine the main 
idea and see how the main events found in their CWT 
connect with this new book. 
  
In social studies, students are studying 
Louisiana’s government and citizens.   
In this section, students will learn about  
the structure of Louisiana’s government 
to determine how it is similar to and  
different from the national government. 
 
 
In science, students will begin a brand new unit titled, Traits. 
 
 
 
 
 

Third graders are excited to roll into 
2021.   Some E-learners are returning to 
school. Many students were excited to 
see each other after the holiday.  



This month in English Language Arts we are finally concluding our American 
Revolution unit. Our students will finalize this unit with a Culminating Writing 
Task. Students will be asked to express their understanding of the concept of 
"taking sides" and how, despite having different points of view about an issue or a 
situation, those engaged in conflict can still share common ground. We will then 
begin our final unit of the year, Hurricanes!  
In social studies we had some productive conversations surrounding 
representative democracy, the branches of government duties, citizenship, rights, 
responsibilities, civil protests, and amendments. Students will be exploring the 
causes of Westward Migration in the United States and considering the effects 
on people and the development of borders. Students will do so by examining the 
effects of transportation and technology on people, on the environment, and on 
the borders. Students will be learning that the development of the 
Transcontinental Railroad resulted in faster shipment of supplies and materials, 
which made it easier and safer for many Americans to migrate west. When the 
American labor market could not keep up with the rapid expansion of the railroad, 
immigrants eagerly filled the jobs and settled near the railroad routes. However, 
the railroad came with drawbacks for the environment and Native Americans, 
cutting through Native American lands and destroying animal populations. 
In science, we finished working through Module 2: Energy. Students investigated 
our essential question, “How do windmills change energy to light?” We have 
completed activities to indicate that energy is present and can classify those 
indicators into categories such as sound, heat, or light. We cannot wait to continue 
our exploration as we investigate Module 3: Sense and Response. Students will be 
investigating the phenomenon “How do elephants sense a rainstorm from more 
than 100 miles away?” Studying how animals detect information will help us learn 
how they use their senses and respond to the environment. 
In math, we are starting Module 5: Fraction Equivalence, Ordering and Operation. 
Students will be building on their 3rd grade knowledge of unit fractions as they 
explore fraction equivalence and extend their understanding to mixed numbers. 
This will be our most in-depth unit and will last through February. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



            

                    

 
MATH 

In February our 5th grade students will learn to multiply fractions and decimal 
fractions and begin working with fraction divisions in Module 4.  Topic A 
opens the 38-day module with an exploration of fractional measurement.  

Students construct line plots by measuring the same object using three 
different rulers accurate to ½, ¼, and ⅛ of an inch. (5.MD.2)  The module 

concludes with Topic H, in which numerical expressions involving fraction-
by-fraction multiplication are interpreted and evaluated (5.OA.1, 5.OA.2).  
Students will create and solve word problems involving both multiplication 

and division of fractions and decimal fractions.  The Mid-Module Assessment 
is administered after Topic D, and the End-of-the-Module Assessment follows 

Topic H.   

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

In February our 5th grade students will write a literary analysis in 
response to the Culminating Writing Task, “How do the main events 
of each season of The Birchbark House help Omakayas to develop 

and gain strength, preparing her to understand and accept her past?”  
To answer this question: students will do the following: identify the 
main events of each season in The Birchbark House.  Describe how 

the main characters interact and respond to each identified event.  
Compare and contrast the different attitudes and interactions 

surrounding each event.  Evaluate the differences and the outcomes 
of each event to determine how they impact and prepare Omakayas.  

Locate evidence to support the claims that you make about how 
events in each season help Omakayas to develop and gain strength to 

understand and accept her past. 

 
SCIENCE 

Professor T. Scott 
In February our 5th grade student scientists will continue Module #3 with the 

anchor phenomenon, Rice Farming in Bali. They will continue to explore, 
investigate, and analyze data about how Earth’s systems interact.  We will 
discuss how Earth’s systems impact weather and climate as well as what 

happens when precipitation reaches the geosphere and when water interacts 
with different materials.  Also, we’ll discover how water shapes Earth’s 

landforms and discuss the factors that contributed to the Dust Bowl.  All of 
these lessons will bring student scientists even closer to answer Model 3’s 
Essential Question, “How has Balinese farming endured for 1,000 years?” 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

In February, our 5th scholars will explore various sources of Unit 4 
to learn about economic development in colonial America. Upon 
Unit 4 completion, fifth grade scholars will express their 
understanding by writing an extended response answering the 
following question: How did the economy of colonial America 
develop?  This unit includes three supporting formative questions 
which will help them develop their claim.     
 

 



Check out what the tiger cubs have been creating in art class!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5th Grade: 
Luling Bridges inspired by Claude 
Monet 

 
 

4th grade:  
Sweet Treats inspired by Wayne 
Thiebaud  

 
 

3rd Grade: 
New Orleans Houses inspired by local 
artist, Terrence Osborne 

 

2nd Grade:  
Mardi Gras Masks inspired by Kimmy 
Cantrell  

 

1st Grade: 
Hearts inspired by Jim Dine 
 

 

Kindergarten: 
Mardi Gras Parade Routes inspired by  
Piet Mondrian  
 

 



Literacy News 
 
 

  
 
 

Together, we can help your child improve his/her literacy skills! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here are some suggestions: 
 

 LEXIA CORE 5- This should be done on a daily basis. 
There are many activities that are designed to help 

your child build their literacy skills. 
 Reading- Your child should read for enjoyment for at 

least 10 minutes a night. This can be done alone, with 
a parent, or with a sibling! 

 Sight Word Practice- Practice sight word flash cards 
to help with reading fluency. 

 
 



LULING ELEMENTARY 

2020-2021 World’s Finest Chocolate Fundraiser 
 

 

  

 
  

SALE DATES 
Sale Begins: Wednesday, January 13, 
2021 
Sale Ends: Friday, February 10, 2021  

All money and order forms are to be 
turned in no later than  
February 12, 2021. 

Pick Up Dates:  March 29-31, 2021 

 

Parents, Friends, & Relatives: 
We’re excited to offer the World’s Finest Chocolate 

program as our main fundraiser. We will be selling the 
following:  

$6/$7 Continental Spring Collection 
with Easter Bunny  

(PREORDERS include: Solid Milk Chocolate Bunny, 
Holiday Imperial Almonds, Deluxe Pecan Clusters, 

Deluxe Cashew Clusters, Mint Melt-a-ways, Malted Milk 
Balls and more of your favorites!!!) 

 
 

 
According to the St. Charles Parish Public School guidelines for fundraising, we can no longer send items home 
with the students on the bus.  PTO will have staff available for pick-up at school on the designated day and time.   

                           

AWESOME PRIZES 
Sell $20 Value: dress down pass + 2 golden 

tickets 
Sell $60 Value: 2 dress down passes + 4 

golden tickets 
Sell $120 Value: 3 dress down passes + 6 

golden tickets 
Sell $200 Value: 4 dress down passes  + 8 

golden tickets  
Sell $300 and Over: 

6 dress down passes + 12 golden tickets  
Top Seller: 

$100 gift card + 10 dress down passes + 20 
gold tickets 

Participation Prize: 
Any student who sells 1 item will get his/her 

name in a drawing for a 1 lb WFC BAR!!!  
 

Class with the Highest Participation   
Class with highest percent of student 

participation who sells $120 or more will 
receive a class celebration and half day 
paper reduction day for the teacher! 

 

Easy Selling  

Collect all your money and put it in your collection 
envelope. 

Make all checks payable to Luling Elementary. 

Turn in money and order forms on time to 
ensure product is delivered for the holiday! 

Or order online. 
 

 

 

We Need Your Support! 

Proceeds from our fundraiser will be used to meet a 
number of important goals for the school. 

Since half the purchase price of every piece of sold 
chocolate is retained by the school as profit, every 

order counts! Our goal is to have every student 
participate. 

 


